
dentally, not one of the four articles—readable and
worth while—that comprise the "Original Contribu¬
tion" department is original. Each has been "lifted"
from some other source. This, however, by the way,
for good articles are a scarce commodity. Just what
excuse can be offered for this publication in its present
form—and similar publications, for it is but a type—
it is difficult to see. It presumes to represent the medi¬
cal profession, but its only apparent reason for being
is as a medium for advertising products, the bulk of
which disgrace medicine and degrade therapeutics.
These facts are few but discouraging. They furnish
at least one explanation

—

possibly more
—

for the
lukewarm attitude of some manufacturers of pro¬
prietary remedies toward the work of the Council on

Pharmacy and Chemistry.

DUODENAL DIABETES—AN EXPLODED
FALLACY

The introduction of the expression "duodenal dia¬
betes" into the literature of medicine is due to the late
German physiologist Eduard Pflüger1 of Bonn. Hav¬
ing observed that section of the intramesenteric
nervous connections between the pancreas and duode¬
num in the frog may, under certain circumstances,
give rise to a glycosuria, he called into question the
existence of a pancreatic diabetes. Minkowski subse¬
quently silenced this charge against what had been
regarded as an established demonstration, by a success¬

ful experimental extirpation of the duodenum without
producing a state of diabetes so long as a portion of
pancreatic tissue was left intact in the body. Duo-
denectomy is, however, a dangerous procedure; and,
since scarcely any cases of prolonged survival of the
subjects are on record, the possibility that the duo¬
denum is indispensable for physiologic wellbeing has
remained to be definitely considered. Thanks to the
ingenious operative procedure described by Moorhead
and Landes in a recent issue of The Journal,2 com¬

plete removal of the duodenum in consecutive opera¬
tions is permitted. The jejunum is made to serve as a

substitute for the duodenum and to receive the
pancreatic and biliary secretions through transplanted
ducts. The experiments made by the authors at the
University of Chicago show that "dogs thus operated
on will live in a normal state of health. The duodenum,
therefore, is not essential to life." The outcome
reminds us of the comment of von Fiirth of Vienna
on the subject of duodenal diabetes : "Strictly speak¬
ing, nothing at all has been gained in this whole cam¬

paign fought with an array of heavy artillery of
authority and between strategists of note, except the
reestablishment of a fact that has long been known—
the influence of nervous irritations of all sorts causes

the liver to discharge its supply of carbohydrate which
sometimes gives rise to glycosuria."3
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THE HEALTH OF THE ARMY
Statistics published this week in the "Medical Mob¬

ilization and the War" department show that the Med¬
ical Department of the Army established an enviable
record during the war. The yardstick with which to
measure the work of this department is the effective
list, and the record shows that, on an average, 94.3
per cent, of our army were effective for duty; of the
remaining 5.7 per cent., only 3.4 per cent, were on the
noneffective list because of disease. The medical corpsof an army is put to its hardest test when it follows
the army into action. The total number of American
soldiers wounded was 195,000, of whom the Medical
Corps saved the lives of 182,000; of these there are
but few who carry empty sleeves or use artificial legs.
And so the figures go : a venereal disease rate lower
than that of any of the Allied or enemy forces ;
typhoid fever practically eliminated, and a rate from
even the dread scourge pneumonia that was less than
might have been expected under the conditions.

Association News

THE ATLANTIC CITY SESSION
Information Regarding Hotels

Representatives of the Hotel Committee of the Atlantic
City Committee of Arrangement will be at the railroad sta-
tions in Atlantic City where they may be consulted by Fel-
lows and guests of the Association who have not made their
hotel arrangements. Hotel information also will be available
at the place of registration, Music Hall on the Steel Pier.
The Local Committee of Arrangements gives assurance that
there will be no difficulty whatever in securing comfortable
hotel accommodations.

Medical Mobilization and the War

Personnel of the Medical Department
For the week ending May 31, there were 15,306 officers in

the Medical Corps, a decrease of 491 from the previous week.
The Medical Reserve Corps contained 1,961 officers. The
total number of medical officers discharged since the begin¬ning of the war is 17,024.

U. S. Army Found Healthiest in History of War
In a modest quarter of Tours in a house built in the 16th

century are the sick and wounded records of the American
Army—4,300,000 cards that show the health, the wounds, the
diseases, the deaths and the recoveries in the American Army.
Ninety-four and three-tenths per cent, of the Yank Army
was effective for duty at all times, and of the 5.7 per cent,
on the noneffective list, only 3.4 per cent, were so rendered
by disease. Of the 195,000 Americans wounded, the Medical
Corps saved the lives of 182,000.
To date there have been 72,723 deaths in the A. E. F., of

which 32,392 were out on the "high field rendezvous," 13,420 of
wounds and battle causes, 22,205 of diseases, and 4,806 of
accidents and other causes. The venereal rate has been
decidedly the lowest of any of the allied or enemy armies,
varying from 57 to 34 a year for each thousand of its men,
and averaging less than 40 as a whole. Typhoid, which used
to be the great scourge of armies, played a very insignificant
part in the battle between disease and the American army.
There have been only about 1,000 cases altogether and less
than half a hundred deaths. Pneumonia replaced it as the

Downloaded From: http://jama.jamanetwork.com/ by a Georgetown University Medical Center User  on 05/26/2015


